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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

   Time: “a means by which others 
control my life.” One of the most 
frustrating but necessary elements of 
life involves time: “a moment or period 
chosen as appropriate for something to 
be done or to take place”. Every 
direction I turn the clock in ticking off 
hours, minutes, and seconds; funneling, 
squeezing, and pressing me toward a 
premeditated point in time existing for 
the sole convenience of an objective 
which includes my presence.  
Depending upon your personality, the 
anticipation of that moment may 
produce feelings ranging from 
eagerness to frustration and anxiety. To 
be late will reward the offender with a 
less than optimum reception and insure 
an apparent disadvantage. Not 
conforming to the directive of time may 
label you as a sluggard, incompetent, 
ungrateful, and eventually brand you 
unreliable. The solution to “being on 
time” involves a basic tool called time 
management and the ability to be 
proficient in scheduling time may define 
your success in life.  
 
   Another definition of time is one in 
which we may be more comfortable: “a 

limited period during which an action, 
process, or condition exists or takes 
place”. Time here may relate to our 
seasons and weather, planting, growing, 
harvesting, and storing. In Ecclesiastes 
3:1 time is addressed; “There is a time 
for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven”. Within this 
reference of time we have perimeters in 
which we participate and success 
depends upon our ability to organize 
activities within those boundaries. The 
challenge of being successful demands 
we incorporate knowledge and 
experience within the confines of time. 
Once again we find ourselves depending 
on our ability to utilize time 
management, but now achievement will 
be dictated by balancing our own 
resources within the time frame of the 
world around us.    
 
   Yet, one more definition of time is of 
importance at this writing: “a period, 
activity, or occasion that has a 
particular quality or characteristic”. 
This will be my last “President’s Letter” 
for the McLennan County Master 
Gardeners. The time of my leadership as 
president has expired, and I am grateful 



for the opportunity to have served. This 
time of service has been very rewarding 
and I appreciate the kudos from all; but 
many thanks go to the McLennan 
County AgriLife Extension office 
personnel, the Executive Team, 
committee heads and their members, 
all who have made my job easier. I 
consider it a great honor to have served 
an organization with such outstanding 
members. Now, I welcome the new 
team of officers and look forward to 
their leadership, confident they will 
reflect the selfless attitude always 
prevalent in the McLennan County 
Master Gardeners.  
 

   Another verse from Ecclesiastes, 
chapter 3, verse 11: “He has made 
everything beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of men; 
yet they cannot fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.”  
 
   Whatever else you do, be sure to take 
your time and smell the roses and give 
your time to help out a neighbor. Each 
day you receive 86,400 seconds to use 
as you please. You must use them all 
before the day is done. Don’t waste a 
single second. 
 
                      -Steven Lovecky 
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   It’s that time again!  Dues of $12.00 per year are due by November 30.  Please mail 
your check to Louie McDaniel (address in directory) or hand it to him at the next 
meeting. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Roll Call-November Meeting 
 
 

Jane Anderson, Cynthia Bach, Sandy Back, Bonnie Belanger, Dick Belanger, Ila Jean Carothers, Jo Ann 
Clafferty, Susan Crawford, Irene Dauphin, Kim Dougherty, Victor DuPart, Eva FitzGerald, Kris Ford, Xan 
Foulks, Cindy Geletzke,Jene Hering, Maureen Holy, Jeanette Kelly, Randy Kemp,  Donna Lindsey, Steven 
Lovecky, Lori Lutz, Sarah McCormick, Louie McDaniel, Elizabeth Milam, Andrea Moore, Ernie Petru, Anne 
Plasek, Doug Quicksall, Carol Reinking, Sharon Richardson, Judy Schmeltekopf, Jan Serface, Della Setser, 
Edrena Smith, Mary Lou Trice, Judy Tye, Barbara Vance, Jo Von Rosenberg, Melba Waldrop, Sonia 
Warriner, Dorothy Whitehead, MJ Whitehead, Carol Wood.              Intern:  Missy Kinder 



Minutes- November Meeting 
 

   The McLennan County Master Gardeners met on November 11, 2009 at noon at the 
arboretum.  President Steven Lovecky called the meeting to order.  The October minutes were 
approved as written in the newsletter.  Sharon Richardson took the minutes of the meeting in 
the absence of Nelda Cooper. 
   Treasurer’s Report:   Louie McDaniel reported an ending balance of $11,414.33 as of October 
31, 2009. 
   Business:  Two new master gardeners were welcomed.  Cindy Geletzke and Cynthia Bach 
completed their requirements.  Congratulations to Cindy and Cynthia on becoming Master 
Gardeners.  Officers for 2010 will be President:  Jan Serface, V. President:  Louie McDaniel, 
Secretary:  Nelda Cooper, Treasurer- Irene Dauphin.  A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the nominations. 
   Projects and Committee:  Jeanette Kelly thanked all volunteers for helping with the Children’s 
Garden Fair.  Woodway needs leaves for a composting class.  
   Announcements:  The December meeting will be our Christmas party.  It will be December 9 at 
6 pm at the arboretum.  RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED.  Call Kris Ford at 848-5012 or 
pford@hot.rr.com   Volunteers are needed for table decorations.  The dinner will be pot luck.  
   The room at the extension office for master gardeners will be renovated soon.  A start-up 
committee will be formed later.   
   We had 455 volunteer hours and 100 educational hours for October. 
   Georgia Peterson has had hip replacement surgery and Anita Dawson had surgery at Scott and 
White in Temple. We wish them both a speedy recovery.  The meeting was adjourned.  
   Steven Lovecky presented the program “As the water is, so then shall be the soil.” 
 

 
 

OTHER STUFF 
   Here is the link to Judy Tye’s latest column in Waco Today entitled Easy Care Winter 
Flowers: 
 http://www.wacotrib.com/today/content/wacotoday/stories/2009/10/29/10292009wacWTgarden.html 
 

   Jan Serface needs for every member who has attended a specialist school to make a 
note of which ones and give it to her.  The new board is also considering whether to 
have night meetings in 2010.  If you DO want some night meetings, write or e-mail Jan. 
Your silence will mean you don’t. 
 
  One last reminder:  Kris Ford and the December 9 party committee MUST have an 
accurate count of how many will attend so there will be sufficient food and the tables 
can be set up so there won’t be any crowding.  If you are bringing a guest, report that 
along with your reservation no later than December 6.  At the same time, let her know 
what type food you are bringing so they can balance the menu.  Thank you very much. 
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